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g roups ca me be f o r e t h e A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Commit te e an d s a i d , w e ' l l
take our 10 percent, we know things are terrible. And I was
really amazed at how many outside aid programs that we did hear
that. We ' ll take our 10 percent, and we' re not going to be
whiners about it. And then, projects cut or d e l ayed. Oh my
goodness. You know, we' re doing no capital construction. We' re
not f i x i ng up our bu i l di ng s . We ar e i n . . .w e h av e f i r e l i f e
safety i s s ue s i n o u r st a t e bu i l di ng s . We a re i n a wo r l d o f hur t
when i t co m e s t o p r o j e c t s cu t o r d e l ay e d . Jo i n t h e p a r t y . J o i n
the party. So that was what we heard from, I assume, the people
who are supporting opposing this amendment. All of these things
just cross off the top. It's every aspect of government that we
are in charge of, our core responsibilities. One of the things
that I' ve used as a guiding principle during the cuts was, what
c an we d o t h a t we c a n ' t r e c o v er f r om? Th o s e t h i n g s t h a t we sh u t
down, we close up, the person who helps people who are hearing
impaired with...in the western part of the state. The person
w ho helps blind people. The person...the cuts in all t he
a gencie s t h a t we ' r e l o o k i n g at . A l l t ho se t h i ng s , t ho s e . . . t h a t
w e had to make decisions on, whether we' re going to lay o f f
a nothe r v e t e r a n s ' se r v i c e o f f i c e r , a l l t h o se t h i ng s . I wo r r y
about the capacity, and I worry about the ability to recover.
And I t h i n k t h e p l a c e t h a t I wo r r y mo s t ab o ut t he a b i l i t y t o
recover i s . . .and do permanent damage, is higher education. B u t
I do n ' t t hi nk t h i s k i nd of a cut do e s t h a t k i nd of per manent
damage to our ability as a state to build roads. The Hi ghway
Trust Fund h as a lw ays fl uctuated. And it changes with what
federal money comes, with how things match up, with how you can
get a project built. They can manage to this. And it's not
going to shut down an industry, and it's not going to shut down
r oad b ui l d i n g . I t ' s j us t goi ng t o de l a y a p r oj e c t or t wo f or a
couple of years, to help out with the crisis before us. I don' t
see a problem with that. But when we make those ver tical c uts
like we' ve been making, those agencies, those programs don't get
to come back, because the people are la id off, the people
aren' t...the program is no longer there, the providers are no
longer there. T o start those thir gs back up is going to take a
lot of work. And it won't happen for years. We ' re making a
decade's worth of changes with those kind of vertical cuts. So
I say, why not let t his department, just as a ll the othe r
departments, share? Why s hould one aspect of state government
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